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Mainstream Container Trades
Europe,  North America and the Far East
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Global Mainstream Trade:
2001 to 2005

- Fleet Deployments
- Fleet Characteristics
- Industry Structure
- Port Throughputs
- Fleet Productivity
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Europe – Far East

Transpacific
Transatlantic

Mainstream Container Services

TEU’s Deployed

Europe/Far East/US West Coast (Suez Canal)

Europe – Far East Transpacific
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Source: MDS/Transmodal

Containership Deployments in
Mainstream Services
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55Avg. Age (years)

78Avg. Age (years)

1211Avg. Age (years)

Source: MDS/Transmodal

-25.8558752TEU’s (000)

99.91,843922TEU’s (000)

99.61,607805TEU’s (000)

44.9458316TEU’s (000)

15.95,2654541Avg. TEU’s per Vessel

72.4350203Number of Vessels
Europe/Far East (end-to-end)

2.124.624.1Avg. Speed

76Avg. Age (years)
2.123.923.4Avg. Speed

11.74,4673,998Avg. TEU’s per Vessel

-33.5125188Number of Vessels
Tricontinental

3.424.023.2Avg. Speed
24.14,3073,470Avg. TEU’s per Vessel

60.8373232Number of Vessels
Transpacific (end-to-end)

3.321.620.9Avg. Speed
7.32,7582,570Avg. TEU’s per Vessel

35.0166123Number of Vessels
Transatlantic (end-to-end)

% Change 20052001
Containerships in Mainstream Services, Year-End 2001 and 2005
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Age Profile of Containerships in
Mainstream Trades, Year-End 2005

Source: MDS/Transmodal
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End-to-End Advantages/Disadvantages

Vis A Vis Tricontinental Services

Advantages:
Faster Transits
Higher Call Frequencies
Fewer Port calls per sailing
Can deploy post-Panamax vessels

Disadvantages:
Limited opportunities for backhauls in imbalanced trades
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100.04,466100.02,795Total

44.51,98636.71,025Chartered
75.23,36082.92,316Shared

99.2
95.3
67.5
44.3

97.0
90.8
61.3
38.7

% Share% Share TEU’sTEU’s

3,0151,712Top 10
1,9801,082Top 5

4,2542,538Top 20 

2005

4,4302,710Top 30

2001Operators

Mainstream Operators: Consolidation, Shared 
and Chartered fleets, 2001 and 2005

(TEU’s in Thousands)

Source: MDS/Transmodal
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4,465,608

3,121,120

3,015,121

105,999
185,619

188,444

206,484

226,300

227,966

257,127

285,114

296,873

411,594

729,600

TEU’s

Source: MDS/Transmodal

100.01,014Total

69.9671Total, top 10 + CP Ships

67.5631Total, top 10 

2.440CP Ships (Germany)
4.233Hapag-Lloyd (Germany)

4.244NYK (Japan)

4.641APL (Singapore)

5.150Evergreen (Taiwan)

5.150COSCO (China)

5.851CSCL (China)

6.470CMA-CGM (France)

6.661Hanjin (Korea)

9.285MSC (Switzerland)

16.3146Maersk Line (Denmark)

% of Total TEUsVesselsOperator (Nationality)

Top Ten Mainstream Operators in 2005
(Based on TEU’s Deployed)
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165.828,75010,8582,000 TEU

95.838,42719,6253,500 TEU

Source: Clarkson’s Research

Carrier Revenue
Mainstream Freights ($/TEU):

31.5

29.0

9.1

% Ch.
2001-2005

1,7691,371Europe/Far East (West Bound)

1,8741,717Transpacific (East Bound)

1,6461,251Transatlantic (West Bound) 

2005

Time Charters ($/day): 

Carrier Costs

2001Freights/Costs

Container Freights and Costs
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Global Container Lifts and World GDP, 2001-2005

Source: Containerization International
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70.2207.5121.9Top 20
World

Germany
Thailand
China
China
U.S.A.
China
China
Malaysia
China
Belgium
U.A.E.
Germany
Netherlands
Taiwan
S. Korea
U.S.A.
China
China
Singapore
China
Country

% Change

Source: Containerization International.
58.8378.0238.0World

24.53.73.0EuropeBremen/Bremerhaven
64.33.82.3Far EastLaem Chabang

104.94.22.1Far EastTanjung Pelepas

43.722.315.5Far East Singapore

171.74.71.7Far EastGuangzhou
44.74.83.3North AmericaNew York/New Jersey

138.84.82.0Far EastTianjin
329.85.21.2Far EastNingbo
46.35.53.8Far EastPort Klang

52.49.36.1EuropeRotterdam

2001-200520052001RegionPort

138.66.32.6Far EastQingdao
6.5
7.6
8.1

9.5
11.8
14.2
16.2
18.1

22.4

All Ports

54.14.2EuropeAntwerp
117.03.5Middle EastDubai
72.84.7EuropeHamburg

26.07.5Far East

25.717.8Far EastHong Kong

46.2
46.4

219.1
185.5

5.1Far EastShenzhen
6.3Far East Shanghai

9.7North AmericaLos Angeles/Long Beach

Kaohsiung
8.1Far EastBusan

Global Container Lifts, Top 20 Ports, 2001 and 2005
(Million Teu’s)
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Global Lifts

Singapore

Hong Kong

Shenzhen Shanghai

Busan

Hamburg

Rotterdam
LA/Long Beach

Antwerp
New York/New Jersey

Dubai
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70.4196115Lifts (Mil. TEU) 

Sources: Clarkson’s Research for lifts;
U.S. Maritime Administration, Vessel Calls at U.S. and World Ports for Vessel Calls.

16.577.566.5Utilization ≈ Lifts/Capacity  (%)

10.857.351.7Utilization ≈ Lifts/Capacity  (%)

1.764.062.9Utilization ≈ Lifts/Capacity  (%)

9.167.1 61.5     Utilization ≈ Lifts/Capacity  (%)

46.2253173Capacity ≈ Calls x TEU (Mil.) 

Far East

43.34330Lifts (Mil. TEU) 

28.97558Capacity ≈ Calls x TEU (Mil.) 

45.17451Lifts (Mil. TEU) 

40.711481Capacity ≈ Calls x TEU (Mil.) 

North America

Europe

Global:

58.8

45.7

% Ch. 2001-2005

563387Capacity ≈ Calls x TEU (Mil.) 

378238Lifts (Mil. TEU) 

20052001Calls and Lifts

Global Container Lifts V. Containership Calls, 2001 and 2005
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Five years ago, who would have forecast…

• 91% increase in end-to-end mainstream 
deployments

• Triple digit growth in lifts at Chinese ports
• 95% increase in charter rates for 3,500 TEU 

vessels
• Orders for new vessels greater than 50% of the 

existing fleet capacity
• Over 213% increase in the post-Panamax fleet
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Thank You!

www.marad.dot.gov/marad_statistics


